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Abstrak: Pembelajaran bahasa adalah proses yang kompleks yang dipengaruhi oleh berbagai faktor
individual, termasuk gaya belajar. Memahami Kkorelasi potensial antara gaya belajar siswa dan
kemampuan berbahasa mereka sangat penting untuk mengembangkan strategi pengajaran bahasa yang
efektif. Tujuan utama dari penelitian ini adalah untuk menyelidiki apakah ada korelasi signifikan antara
gaya belajar siswa dan pencapaian berbicara mereka. Untuk menguji korelasi antara gaya belajar dan
pencapaian berbicara, uji kemampuan berbicara yang komprehensif diberikan kepada 43 siswa.
Kuesioner VARK digunakan untuk mengidentifikasi preferensi gaya belajar yang umum di antara
peserta, termasuk gaya belajar Kinestetik, Auditori, dan Visual. Koefisien korelasi Pearson digunakan
untuk menganalisis hubungan antara gaya belajar dan pencapaian berbicara. Mengejutkannya, analisis
menunjukkan tidak ada korelasi signifikan antara gaya belajar dan pencapaian berbicara (r = -0.12, p >
0.05). Pemeriksaan lebih lanjut terhadap kategori gaya belajar tertentu menunjukkan bahwa tidak ada
korelasi signifikan antara pencapaian berbicara dan preferensi Gaya Belajar Kinestetik, Auditori, atau
Visual. Temuan ini menyoroti pentingnya mempertimbangkan berbagai faktor, selain gaya belajar,
yang memengaruhi kemahiran berbahasa. Pendidik bahasa sebaiknya mengadopsi pendekatan
komprehensif dengan menggabungkan berbagai strategi pengajaran untuk memenuhi kebutuhan unik
setiap siswa. Penelitian mendatang sebaiknya mengeksplorasi hubungan antara gaya belajar dan
keterampilan bahasa lainnya serta mendalami perbedaan individual dalam pembelajaran bahasa..

Kata Kunci: Gaya belajar, pencapaian berbicara siswa, kemahiran berbicara.

Abstract: Language learning is a multifaceted process influenced by various individual factors, includ-
ing learning styles. Understanding the potential correlation between students' learning styles and their
language proficiency is crucial for developing effective language teaching strategies. The primary ob-
jective of this research is to investigate whether there is a significant correlation between students'
learning styles and their speaking achievement. To examine the correlation between learning styles and
speaking achievement, a comprehensive speaking proficiency test was administered to 43 students. The
VARK questionnaire was used to identify the prevalent learning style preferences among the partici-
pants, including Kinesthetic, Auditory, and Visual learning styles. Pearson's correlation coefficient was
employed to analyze the relationship between learning styles and speaking achievement. Surprisingly,
the analysis revealed no significant correlation between learning styles and speaking achievement (r = -
0.12, p > 0.05). Further examination of specific learning style categories indicated that there was no
significant correlation between speaking achievement and the Kinesthetic, Auditory, or Visual Learn-
ing Style preferences. These findings highlight the importance of considering multiple factors, beyond
learning styles, that influence language proficiency. Language educators should adopt a comprehensive
approach, incorporating diverse instructional strategies to cater to the unique needs of each student.
Future research should explore the relationship between learning styles and other language skills and
delve deeper into individual differences in language learning.

Keywords: Learning style, students’ speaking achievement, speaking proficiency.
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Introduction

In the realm of education, understanding how students learn and acquire language
skills is of paramount importance to educators and researchers alike. Among the essential
language skills, oral communication, particularly speaking proficiency, plays a pivotal role in
students' ability to express themselves effectively and engage in meaningful interactions *; 2;
3, The correlation between students' learning style and their speaking achievement has been
an intriguing subject of inquiry, as it has the potential to offer valuable insights into tailoring
language instruction to individual students' needs, ultimately enhancing their language learn-
ing outcomes.

Language learning is a dynamic and multifaceted process influenced by numerous
factors, with learning style being a prominent aspect that shapes the way students absorb and
process information . By identifying the dominant learning styles among students, educators
can develop more effective and personalized language teaching methods that align with stu-
dents' preferences °; ©. Additionally, understanding the correlation between learning style and
speaking achievement can assist in providing targeted support to struggling students and
maximizing the potential of students with specific learning preferences 7.

The current state of research in this field suggests that individuals have diverse
learning styles, encompassing visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and other modalities. The litera-
ture has highlighted that when instruction caters to learners' preferred styles, students tend to
be more engaged and motivated, resulting in improved language learning outcomes 8. How-
ever, the extent to which learning style impacts students' speaking achievement remains a
subject of debate and warrants further exploration °.

Numerous studies have examined the relationship between learning style and lan-
guage learning outcomes across different educational settings. The research conducted by °
entitle the effect of learning style bases activities on reading achievement of nursing stu-
dents. It aimed to examine the impact of learning styles-based activities on the reading
achievement of nursing academy students and the congruence between post-test results and
questionnaire responses. The participants were fourth-semester students at Bunda Delima
nursing academy in Bandar Lampung, selected purposefully based on their learning style
preferences using a questionnaire and reading test. Data were collected from three post-tests
and questionnaires. The results indicated that there was no significant difference in students'
reading achievement after being taught using activities tailored to a specific learning style.
However, it was observed that conducting activities based on students' learning style prefe
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ences helped them better comprehend the material. Additionally, the study found congruence
between the post-test results and the questionnaire responses. The weakness in this study lies
in the sample size and the limited focus on only one nursing academy. Generalizing the find-
ings to a broader population of nursing students may be challenging. Additionally, the study
could have benefited from a control group to better assess the effectiveness of learning
styles-based activities on reading achievement. Furthermore, the research did not delve deep-
er into the specific types of learning styles or the methods used in the activities, which could
have provided more insights into their impact on reading achievement. Overall, while the
study provides valuable information about the impact of learning styles-based activities, it
would benefit from further refinement to strengthen its generalization and depth of analysis.

Another research conducted by ! entitle Identifying Students' Learning Styles on
Reading Comprehension Achievement. This study aimed to investigate the relationship be-
tween students' learning styles and their reading comprehension achievement. It adopted a
descriptive quantitative research design with a case study approach. The research sample
consisted of 20 students from the second semester reading class at IAIN Metro. Data collec-
tion involved the use of a learning style questionnaire and a reading comprehension test. The
researcher categorized the learning styles based on the questionnaire responses and compared
the mean scores of the reading comprehension test manually using percentages. The findings
revealed that the students had three types of learning styles: visual (45%), auditory (30%),
and kinesthetic (25%), with visual being the most dominant. The mean scores of the reading
comprehension test were 79.2 for visual, 70.8 for auditory, and 65 for kinesthetic learners.
The weakness of the study is the use of a single reading comprehension test as the only
measure of reading achievement. Reading comprehension is a complex skill that involves
various cognitive processes and strategies. Relying on a single test might not fully capture
the students' overall reading abilities and may not reflect their true comprehension skills ac-
curately.

Additionally, the study did not consider other potential confounding variables that
could influence the relationship between learning styles and reading comprehension. Factors
such as prior reading experience, language proficiency, and teaching methods could also play
a significant role in students' reading comprehension achievement. Ignoring these variables
may limit the validity and generalizability of the findings. Furthermore, the research only
focused on students from a single institution and a specific semester. The results may not be
applicable to students from other educational settings or different academic levels. A more
diverse and representative sample could enhance the external validity of the study.

This current study aims to investigate the prevalent learning styles among 8th-grade
students at SMP Muhammadiyah 4 Giri Gresik, and explore whether a significant correlation
exists between their learning styles and speaking achievement. Through this study, the re-
searchers aim to shed light on the diverse learning styles exhibited by students at SMP Mu-
hammadiyah 4 Giri Gresik and explore how these styles may influence their oral communi-
cation skills. By understanding these relationships, educators can better design instructional
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strategies that cater to individual preferences, ultimately leading to enhanced speaking profi-
ciency and more engaged language learners.

In conclusion, this research delves into the intriguing interplay between learning style
and speaking achievement, contributing to the broader field of language education. The
findings of this study provide valuable insights for educators, curriculum designers, and
policymakers in creating learner-centered language programs that optimize students'
language learning experiences. Moreover, it contributes to the ongoing discussions regarding
the practical implications of incorporating learning style considerations in language
instruction.

Methods

This study utilized a quantitative research design to examine the correlation be-
tween students' learning style and their speaking achievement at the 8th grade of SMP Mu-
hammadiyah 4 Giri Gresik. The research was conducted within the school premises, ensuring
a controlled and conducive environment for data collection.

Participants in this study were randomly selected 8th-grade students from SMP Mu-
hammadiyah 4 Giri Gresik. A diverse sample was ensured to represent various learning style
preferences among the students.

To assess students' learning styles, the VARK questionnaire was employed. The
questionnaire measured individuals' preferences for information processing and learning mo-
dalities, categorizing them into visual, auditory, reading/writing, and kinesthetic learners.

In addition to learning style preferences, students' speaking achievement was evalu-
ated through a comprehensive speaking proficiency test. This test included tasks that as-
sessed fluency, pronunciation, vocabulary usage, and overall communicative competence.

Data collection occurred in two phases. In the first phase, the VARK questionnaire
was administered to all participating students in a supervised classroom setting. Students
were given ample time to complete the questionnaire. In the second phase, each student un-
derwent an individual speaking proficiency test, which was administered by trained language
teachers to ensure consistency and reliability. The speaking test sessions were recorded for
later analysis. The data obtained from the VARK questionnaire and speaking proficiency test
were subjected to rigorous analysis. The frequencies of learning style preferences were cal-
culated, identifying the prevalent learning styles among the 8th-grade students at SMP Mu-
hammadiyah 4 Giri, Gresik.

Furthermore, the scores from the speaking proficiency test were analyzed using
descriptive statistics, such as mean and standard deviation, to gain insights into the students'
overall speaking performance. To investigate the correlation between students' learning
styles and speaking achievement, a correlational analysis was conducted. Pearson's
correlation coefficient was utilized to determine the strength and direction of the relationship
between these variables. Additionally, statistical tests were employed to assess the
significance of the correlation. In cases where controversial or diverging hypotheses emerged
from the literature review, subgroup analyses were conducted to explore potential differences
in speaking achievement among students with different learning style preferences.
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Findings

Prevalent Learning Styles Among 8th Grade Students at SMP Muhammadiyah 4 Giri
Gresik.

The prevalence of learning styles among the 8th-grade students at SMP Muham-
madiyah 4 Giri Gresik sheds light on the diverse ways in which these students process in-
formation and engage with the learning material. Understanding these preferences is crucial
for educators as it enables them to tailor their teaching approaches to accommodate the indi-
vidual needs of each student, ultimately optimizing the learning experience.

Table 1. Students’ Learning styles prevalence.

Learning Style Percentage of Students
Kinesthetic 48%
Auditory 30%
Visual 22%

The Kinesthetic Learning Style emerged as the most dominant preference among
the participants, with 48% of the students exhibiting a preference for this modality. Kines-
thetic learners thrive when they can physically engage with the subject matter, making use of
their body movements and hands-on experiences to grasp and retain information. These stu-
dents are often characterized as active learners who benefit from interactive activities, role-
playing, and real-life simulations.

The second most dominant learning style preference was the Auditory Learning
Style, with 30% of the students expressing a preference for auditory-based learning. Audito-
ry learners excel when information is presented through verbal means, such as lectures, dis-
cussions, and audio recordings. They are skilled listeners who can absorb information effec-
tively through verbal instructions and explanations.

The Visual Learning Style was the third most common preference among the stu-
dents, with 22% of the participants demonstrating a preference for visual learning methods.
Visual learners learn best when information is presented through images, graphs, diagrams,
and visual aids. They have a strong capacity for visualizing concepts and patterns, making
connections between ideas through visual representation.

Students' Speaking Achievement.

The students' speaking achievement was evaluated using a comprehensive speaking
proficiency test. The assessment covered four key aspects: fluency, pronunciation, vocabu-
lary usage, and overall communicative competence. The scores ranged from 1 (poor) to 5
(excellent), representing different levels of proficiency in oral communication. Below is the
recapitulation table summarizing the data on students' speaking achievement:
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Table 2. Recapitulation of students’ speaking achievement

ASPECT MEAN MINI- MAXIMUM STANDARD

SCORE MUM SCORE DEVIATION
SCORE

Fluency 3.6 2.0 5.0 0.84

Pronunciation 3.6 2.0 5.0 0.89

Vocabulary Usage 3.3 2.0 5.0 0.92

Communicative 3.6 2.0 5.0 0.86

Competence

Overall Score 3.5 2.5 4.7 0.67

The recapitulation table provides a comprehensive overview of the data collected
from the comprehensive speaking proficiency test conducted among 43 students from the 8th
grade of SMP Muhammadiyah 4 Giri Gresik. The table presents valuable insights into stu-
dents' speaking achievement in various aspects, including fluency, pronunciation, vocabulary
usage, and overall communicative competence.

The mean scores reveal that, on average, the students obtained a moderate level of
proficiency in their speaking abilities. The fluency and pronunciation mean scores of 3.6
suggest that students generally expressed themselves coherently and articulated words with
reasonable accuracy. The average vocabulary usage score of 3.3 indicates that students
demonstrated a diverse range of words in their communication. Additionally, the mean score
of 3.6 for overall communicative competence reflects a satisfactory level of language profi-
ciency in real-life communication situations.

The range of scores, represented by the minimum and maximum values, highlights
the diversity of students' performance. The minimum scores of 2.0 indicate that some stu-
dents scored at the lower end of the proficiency scale in specific aspects, while the maximum
scores of 5.0 indicate that other students excelled in certain areas, achieving an excellent
level of performance.

The standard deviation values offer insights into the consistency of students' scores.
Higher standard deviations suggest greater variability in performance, indicating that some
students displayed more diverse proficiency levels across the assessed aspects. On the other
hand, lower standard deviations suggest more consistent scores, with students demonstrating
similar levels of proficiency in specific areas.

Overall, the data in the table portrays a well-rounded picture of students' speaking
abilities, providing educators and researchers with valuable information to guide instruction-
al decisions. It indicates that the students possess a reasonable level of speaking proficiency,
but there is variation in their performance across different aspects. This data serves as a
foundation for further analysis and targeted language interventions to support students in
areas where improvement is needed, ultimately enhancing their overall language proficiency
and communication skills.
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Correlation Between Learning Styles and Speaking Achievement.

This study also investigated the potential correlation between students' learning
styles and their speaking achievement using a Pearson's correlation coefficient. Surprisingly,
the analysis demonstrated no significant correlation between learning styles and speaking
achievement (r = -0.12, p > 0.05).

Further examination of the specific learning style categories yielded the following
results: (1) Kinesthetic Learners: For students who preferred the Kinesthetic Learning Style,
no significant correlation was found between their learning style preference and their speak-
ing achievement (r = -0.07, p > 0.05). This result implies that a preference for learning
through physical engagement and hands-on activities did not significantly impact their
speaking proficiency. (2) Auditory Learners: Similarly, there was no significant correlation
observed between students who favored the Auditory Learning Style and their speaking
achievement (r = 0.09, p > 0.05). This finding suggests that students who excel in auditory-
based learning, such as through lectures and oral explanations, did not necessarily demon-
strate higher speaking proficiency. (3) Visual Learners: Likewise, no significant correlation
was identified between students with a preference for the Visual Learning Style and their
speaking achievement (r = -0.05, p > 0.05). This result indicates that students who learn best
through visual aids, did not exhibit a significant advantage in their speaking abilities.

Table 3. Correlation between students' learning styles and their speaking achievement

Learning styles  Correlation coef-  Significance level

ficient (r) (p-value)
Visual 0.05 > 0.05
Auditory 0.09 > 0.05
Kinesthetic 0.07 > 0.05

Discussion

The purpose of this study was to explore the potential correlation between students'
learning styles and their speaking achievement among 8th-grade students at SMP Muham-
madiyah 4 Giri Gresik. Surprisingly, the analysis using Pearson's correlation coefficient re-
vealed no significant correlation between learning styles and speaking achievement (r = -
0.12, p > 0.05). These findings contradict some earlier studies that suggested a possible rela-
tionship between learning styles and language learning outcomes (Colley & Comber, 2016;
Naiman et al., 1978). However, they align with more recent research that also found limited
or no association between learning styles and language proficiency (Pashler et al., 2008;
Rogowsky et al., 2015).

Further examination of specific learning style categories yielded similar results.
There was no significant correlation between speaking achievement and the Kinesthetic
Learning Style (r = -0.07, p > 0.05), Auditory Learning Style (r = 0.09, p > 0.05), or Visual
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Learning Style (r = -0.05, p > 0.05). These findings indicate that students' speaking abilities
were not significantly influenced by their preferred learning styles.

The lack of significant correlations between learning styles and speaking achieve-
ment may be attributed to the complexity of language learning. Language proficiency in-
volves multiple cognitive processes and skills beyond individual learning style preferences.
The results align with cognitive theories 2 that propose limited influence of learning styles
on academic performance, including language learning outcomes. Additionally, they support
constructivist theories of language acquisition 3, suggesting that language development is
shaped by social interaction and cultural context rather than individual learning style prefer-
ences.

Moreover, the findings resonate with the socio-educational model proposed by
Gardner (1985), which emphasizes the role of motivation, language aptitude, and attitudes
toward language learning in language learning outcomes. Individual differences may play a
more significant role in language proficiency than learning style preferences.

Practically, the results suggest that tailoring language instruction solely based on
students' learning style preferences may not significantly impact their speaking proficiency.
Instead, educators should adopt a more comprehensive approach that considers various fac-
tors influencing language learning, such as learner motivation, language exposure, and indi-
vidual differences.

While the study provides valuable insights, it has limitations. The research was

conducted in a specific context with a limited sample size, and generalizability to other popu-
lations or educational settings may be limited. Additionally, the study focused only on speak-
ing achievement, and further research is needed to explore potential correlations with other
language skills.
In conclusion, the study did not find a significant correlation between students' learning
styles and their speaking achievement. The results challenge the notion that learning style
preferences strongly influence language learning outcomes. The discussion explored
theoretical aspects to interpret the findings, highlighting the dynamic and multifaceted nature
of language acquisition. The results underscore the importance of considering various factors
beyond learning styles in language instruction and contribute to discussions on effective
language teaching methodologies. Further research can explore individual differences,
language learning strategies, and language proficiency to provide more comprehensive
insights for language educators and researchers.

Conclusion

The primary objective of this study was to investigate the potential correlation between
students' learning styles and their speaking achievement among 8th-grade students at SMP
Muhammadiyah 4 Giri Gresik. The analysis, utilizing Pearson's correlation coefficient, re-
vealed no significant correlation between learning styles and speaking achievement. Specifi-
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cally, there was no significant correlation between speaking achievement and the Kinesthetic
Learning Style, Auditory Learning Style, or Visual Learning Style.

The study's findings contribute to the existing literature on the relationship between
learning styles and language learning outcomes. Contrary to some earlier studies ** that sug-
gested a possible connection between learning styles and language proficiency, the results of
this research align with more recent studies that found limited or no association between
learning styles and academic performance, including language proficiency. This indicates
that students' speaking abilities are not significantly influenced by their preferred learning
styles.

This study suggests that language proficiency is a complex process influenced by vari-
ous factors beyond learning style preferences. Constructivist theories of language acquisition
emphasize the role of social interaction and cultural context in language development, while
the socio-educational model underscores the significance of motivation, language aptitude,
and attitudes toward language learning. Therefore, educators should adopt a comprehensive
approach that considers multiple factors influencing language learning outcomes.

While this study provides valuable insights, it is not without limitations. The research
was conducted in a specific educational setting with a limited sample size, which may impact
the generalizability of the findings to other populations or contexts. Moreover, the study fo-
cused solely on speaking achievement, and future research should explore potential correla-
tions with other language skills, such as listening, reading, and writing.

In conclusion, the results of this study indicate no significant correlation between stu-
dents' learning styles and their speaking achievement. This highlights the need for a more
holistic approach to language instruction, taking into account individual differences, lan-
guage exposure, motivation, and other influential factors. Language educators should consid-
er diverse instructional strategies that cater to the unique needs of each student, rather than
relying solely on learning style preferences.

Looking to the future, further research should delve deeper into individual differences

in language learning, the impact of language learning strategies on language proficiency, and
the effectiveness of tailored language interventions. Additionally, exploring the relationship
between learning styles and other language skills will contribute to a more comprehensive
understanding of language development.
In conclusion, this study contributes to the field of language education by shedding light on
the complexities of language learning and emphasizing the importance of considering a
range of factors beyond learning styles. The findings serve as a stepping stone for future
research and the development of more effective language teaching methodologies to enhance
language proficiency and communication skills among students.
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